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1. Objectives of the exchange  
The Fourth Americas Competitiveness Exchange on Innovation and Entrepreneurship (ACE) invites key 

leaders and decision makers to experience and evaluate both emerging and successful projects in the 

region of Córdoba, Argentina. 

The exchange will consist in a five-day tour of Córdoba’s innovation and competitiveness hubs, which 

are currently leading their respective fields and taking Córdoba’s competitiveness to a world-class level. 

Featured sites on the tour will include: business incubators, local tech-based companies, rural 

production sites, local branches of international corporations, research centers and public-private 

initiatives, most of them related to medical technologies, high precision measuring instruments for 

mining and industrial applications, agro-businesses and manufacturing sectors. 

The ACE is an ideal opportunity for decision makers to establish long-term global/regional partnerships 

and to see the results and good practices of economic development initiatives in the Americas that seek 

to strengthen innovation and entrepreneurship ecosystems. The activities featured in the one-week tour 

have been selected to increase linkages between local and international actors, such as companies, 

researchers and government officials, in order to foster business opportunities and spark new 

collaborations among stakeholders. 

For more information and updates on the upcoming ACE in Córdoba, Argentina, please visit the RIAC’s 

Webpage www.riacnet.org/fourthexchange, and take a look at our Twitter account @riacnetorg, 

Hashtag #ACXchange. 

 

2. Convening institutions 

The organizing institutions are the Ministry of Industry, Trade, Mining and Development of the 

Government of the Province of Córdoba, Argentina; the Permanent Mission of Argentina to the OAS, the 

Government of Guatemala, as Chair Pro Tempore of the RIAC 2015, and the Organization of American 

States as the RIAC Technical Secretariat; in collaboration with the U.S. Department of Commerce.  

 

3. Profile of participants  
Participants include decision makers who can make economic development happen: Ministers/Vice 

Ministers or equivalent, Members of Congress/Legislature/Parliament, Private Sector Leaders, Mayors 

or Senior Leaders from Provinces and Cities, Chancellors/Presidents/ Vice Presidents of Universities, 

Presidents of Competitiveness Councils, Senior leaders of regional economic development partnership 

groups, and other key public or private sector individuals, among others. 

 

Participation is expected from 30 delegates from the Americas.  

 

http://www.riacnet.org/fourthexchange


 

3 | P a g e  

 

 

4. General information on visits/projects 

Itinerary 
 

Monday – October 26 

16:00  - City tour of Cordoba  

18:30  - Cocktail at the Caraffa Museum 

20:00  - Return to the Hotel 

Tuesday – October 27 

6:45 - Departure from Hotel 

7:00  - Initial Session at the Palacio Ferreyra 

10:00  - Crea FabLab 

12:30  - UNC Incubator + Lunch 

15:00   Promedon 

17:30  - Incutex 

19:00 - The Tech Pub 

20:00 - Return to the Hotel 

Wednesday – October 28 

6:45 - Departure from Hotel 

8:30   - Savant Pharm 

11:00  - Arcor + Lunch 

17:00  - Spinlock 

19:30  - Cocktail at the Palacio Ferreyra 

20:30 - Return to the Hotel 

Thursday – October 29 

6:45 - Departure from Hotel 

10:00  - Aceitera General Deheza (AGD) + Lunch 

15:00  - ACABIO 

17:00  - ESIL (Superior School of Dairy Production) 

17:00  - Villa Maria Cheese Cluster 

21:00  - Return to the Hotel 

Friday – October 30 

7:20 - Departure from Hotel 

8:00  - MercadoLibre 

10:00  - Neumovent 

13:00  - Closing – Traditional Argentinean Barbecue (venue to be confirmed) 

18:00 - Return to the Hotel 
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Monday, October 26  

 

City tour & Welcome Reception 

 

Tuesday, October 27  
 

 

 

 
Crea FabLab: Crea FabLab is a business incubator that connects entrepreneurs, professionals, 

students and creative minds with different interests in order to think, develop and prototype 

ideas that create value for society. It is part of the network of business incubators certified by 

the MIT Center for Bits and Atoms. Some of the featured projects of CreaFabLab currently 

include parametric design, interactive topography and laser lamps. Crea FabLab was among the 

first providers of integrated design, prototyping and R+D services in Córdoba, thus promoting 

and enabling productive innovation in Córdoba’s companies.    

http://www.creafablab.com/ 

 

 

 

UNC Company Incubator: The National University of Cordoba’s Business Incubator supports the 

creation of technology based companies that promote the development of the region and 

generate high quality employments, specialized knowledge and innovation. Currently, the 

incubator is horst to companies such as Bixel Studio (videogames for Apple platforms), DApEs 

(Space Developments and Applications), FeboAsoma (Solar Energy), GIEM (Multimedia 

Systems), Insus (network systemsfor sensors used in precision agriculture), Trovintek 

(development and design in magnetic engineering and nuclear magnetic resonance 

technology), among others. 

http://www.incubadoradeempresas.unc.edu.ar/ 

 

 

http://www.creafablab.com/
http://www.incubadoradeempresas.unc.edu.ar/
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Promedon: International company, leader in medical technology research, development, 

production and distribution. Its products are sold in over 60 countries in the world. Since 1985, 

Promedon contributes to medical innovation, developing products for urology, urogynecology 

and coloproctology. Promedon exports 90% of its production, which mostly consists of high-

tech medical equipment and orthopedics.  

http://www.promedon.com/ 

 

 

 

Desarrollos Tecnológicos Argentina S.A. (DTA S.A.): Local company, emerged from the R+D 

Department of its mother company. Desarrollos Tecnológicos Argentina S.A. develops drivers 

for synthetic aperture radar satellites, with designs certified by the NASA. The company won 

the bidding process for the development of the Saocom satellite project, performed in 

collaboration with the Argentinian and Italian Governments.  

http://www.dta-sa.com/ 

 

 

Incutex: Incutex incubates technology-based start-ups. It provides a co-working space and a 

mentorship system to help entrepreneurs succeed. Incutex has built an entrepreneurial 

ecosystem around the incubator, in which local companies, technology centers, young 

entrepreneurs, social organizations and the public sector can collaborate and learn from each 

other. Incutex is currently hosting companies such as Gibike (urban folding bike), 

SimpleCandidate (collaborative personality reports) and eComExperts (online selling platforms 

development), among others.  

http://incutex.com.ar/ 

http://www.promedon.com/
http://www.dta-sa.com/
http://incutex.com.ar/
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The Tech Pub: With the objective of contributing to technological sustainability, Santex Group 

created a space for experts and professionals to identify and discuss technological trends. The 

Pub is an initiative to facilitate the convergence of two movements: technology and 

entrepreneurship. Through various events and activities the Pub seeks to share knowledge and 

professional experiences to inspire and empower people. Some of the events the Pub organizes 

include TEDx Thursday’s, Tech Meetups Santex, Boot Camps Incutex, Córdoba Game Jams, 

Startup Weekend and the Global Entrepreneurship Week (GEW), among others. The site can 

accommodate up to one hundred people and is habilitated to host videoconferences. 

http://www.thetechpub.com.ar/ 

 

Wednesday, October 28 

 

 

 

 

SavantPharm: High tech pharmaceutical company. It mostly produces antibiotics and soft 

capsules, with a productive capacity of more than 150,000 units per hour. Its products are being 

sold in more than 10 countries in Latin America, Asia and Africa. Savant Pharm also promotes 

innovation through the “SavanTeam Community”, an open space where internal and external 

collaborators to Savant Pharm can share and discuss innovative ideas oriented towards product 

development and customer relationships.  

http://www.savant.com.ar/ 

 

 

 

 

Arcor: Multinational Corporation based in Argentina, specialized in food, chocolate, cookies and 

ice cream elaboration. Arcor has 40 industrial plants throughout Latin America. Today, Arcor is 

http://www.thetechpub.com.ar/
http://www.savant.com.ar/
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the largest food-product company in Argentina; the most important hard candy producer in the 

world; and the main candy exporter of Argentina, Brazil, Chile and Peru. It is also one of the 

largest cookie producers in South America, in association with the multinational Danone. 

http://www.arcor.com.ar/ 

 

 

 

Spinlock: Spinlock is a technology-based local company. It is focused on industrial applications 

of magnetic resonance and nuclear quadrupole resonance. Spinlock develops and manufactures 

diverse analytical instruments for quality control, with applications in various industries. One of 

its latest developments is an apparatus and method for real time and real flow-rates 

measurements of oil and water cuts from oil production, developed in a joint-venture with YPF, 

the largest oil company in Argentina.  

http://spanish.spinlock.com.ar/ 

 

Thursday, October 29 

 

 

 

Aceitera General Deheza (AGD): Aceitera General Deheza is an integrated agricultural-

industrial complex specialized in the crushing of oilseeds for the production of vegetable 

protein meals and pellets, edible oils, vegetable oils as well as biodiesel and ethanol. As one of 

Argentina’s largest exporting company, 50% of the turnover of AGD´s Branded Products Unit is 

currently originating from foreign countries such as Angola, Brazil, Colombia, Costa Rica, Chile, 

Haiti, Israel, Japan, Panama, Paraguay, Puerto Rico, Russia, the United States, Uruguay and 

Venezuela. In addition to producing its own brands, AGD also produces edible oils, sauces and 

dressings for over 43 private brands in America, Europe and Africa. 

https://www.agd.com.ar 

 

 

http://www.arcor.com.ar/
http://spanish.spinlock.com.ar/
https://www.agd.com.ar/
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ACABIO: ACABIO holds the most modern corn-bioethanol processing plant in Argentina, with a 

productive capacity of 125,000 cubic meters a year. Due to the importance of its inputs and sub 

products, it has a key position in many of the regional value chains. 

http://www.acacoop.com.ar/ 

 

 

ESIL: The ESIL (Spanish acronym for “Superior School of Dairy Production”) is a local institution 

that runs a teaching facility as well as a research center specialized in dairy production. The ESIL 

provides the dairy producers of the Villa María region (one of the main dairy areas in Argentina) 

with specialized technicians and research facilities in order to increase production and improve 

the quality of their products. The ESIL also holds a pilot plant where experimental products are 

being developed.  

http://www.escueladelecheria.com.ar/ 

 

 

 

 

Villa María Cheese Cluster: The Villa María Cheese Cluster gathers and represents all the 

participants of the cheese value chain developed in the Villa María Region of Argentina. Its 

primary focus is to improve the sector’s competitive advantage through technology and 

innovation.  

http://clusterquesero.net/ 

 

Friday, October 30 

 

 

 

http://www.acacoop.com.ar/
http://www.escueladelecheria.com.ar/
http://clusterquesero.net/
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MercadoLibre: MercadoLibre is an e-commerce platform with operations in 12 countries in 

Latin America and used by millions of customers who buy and sell products through the 

Internet. Its popularity and usage expanded thanks to its evaluation system, which allows users 

to easily rate their potential clients and/or suppliers. According to a study conducted by The 

Nielsen Company, over 52,000 people make their whole income or part of it by selling products 

on the MercadoLibre platform.  

http://www.mercadolibre.com.ar/ 

 

 

 

Tecme/Neumovent: an international company, leading the development and manufacture of 

mechanical ventilators for intensive care. Its experience of over 45 years in research and 

development of pulmonary ventilation systems has allowed the company to manufacture 

products with the highest quality and design standards, essential for the safe treatment of 

patients. In 2015, Tecme/Neumovent branched to Atlanta, GA, to start manufacturing and 

distributing its ventilators worldwide.  

http://neumovent.com/ 

 

5. Hotel 
Participants will be staying at the King David Flat Hotel in Cordoba for the duration of the Exchange. 

 

The address of the hotel is: 

King David Flat Hotel 

Av. General Paz 386 - X5000JLQ, Córdoba, Argentina 

Tel: +54 351 5703528 / 4232199 

http://www.kingdavid.com.ar/ 

 

The Ministry of Industry, Trade, Mining and Development of the Government of the Province of 

Córdoba, Argentina, will cover meals and accommodation for 5 nights from Monday, October 26th, 

through Friday, October 30th, 2015. Any additional meal(s) or night(s) at the hotel before or after these 

dates will have to be reserved and covered by the participants. Hotel rooms at the King David Flat Hotel 

average $89 per night. The Hotel offers a complimentary breakfast and free WiFi.  

 

6. Dress Code 
Business or business casual, depending on the site visits scheduled for the day.  

 

http://www.mercadolibre.com.ar/
http://neumovent.com/
http://www.kingdavid.com.ar/
http://www.kingdavid.com.ar/
http://www.kingdavid.com.ar/
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7. Transportation 

Participants will be responsible of covering their airfare to Cordoba, Argentina and incidental expenses. 

Please note that the name of the airport in Cordoba is “Aeropuerto Internacional Ingeniero Ambrosio 

Taravella – Pajas Blancas” with airport code “COR”.  Transportation will be provided from the airport to 

the hotel for participants arriving on Monday, October 26, 2015 only. Participants arriving prior or after 

this date will have to arrange and cover the cost of their transportation from the airport to the hotel.  

As for the return, transportation will be provided from the hotel to the airport on Saturday, October 31, 

2015 only. Any trips to the airport prior or after this date will have to be covered by the participants. 

 

Program organizers will also arrange local transportation throughout the Exchange. This means 

transportation by bus from site to site and between visits.  

 

Please note that in order to be confirmed to the activity, participants need to provide a proof of airfare 

reservation to Adriana Bonilla (abonilla@oas.org); with copy to riac@oas.org.  

 

 

8. Meals 

Meals within the activity will be provided by the organizers. Participants will be responsible to cover 

meals planned outside of the regular activities of the Exchange, as well as any other miscellaneous item. 

We ask that participant please inform the organizers of any dietary restrictions and/or allergies at their 

earliest convenience. We will do our best to accommodate meal preferences whenever possible.  

 

9. Electricity 
Electric power is standardized across Argentina. It is set at 220 Volts and 50 cycles. Standard electric 

plugs have two narrow blades. The plugs on some newer appliances have a third round grounding pin. 

Almost all homes and commercial buildings are equipped with electrical receptacles that can 

accommodate either type of plug. 

 

10. Visa 

Information on visa requirements can be found at the following link: 

http://www.migraciones.gov.ar/accesibleingles/?visas  

Visitors from most of the American countries do not require a visa to enter Argentina.  

 

11. Language 
The activities of the Fourth ACE in Córdoba, Argentina will be carried out in Spanish and English. 

Translations services will be provided, if needed.   

 

../AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/Content.Outlook/B6OU9JNE/abonilla@oas.org
../AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/Content.Outlook/B6OU9JNE/riac@oas.org
http://www.migraciones.gov.ar/accesibleingles/?visas
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12. Contact information 

Adriana Bonilla 

Americas Competitiveness Forum Coordinator 

Inter-American Competitiveness Network  

Department of Economic Development 

Executive Secretariat for Integral Development 

Organization of American States 

abonilla@oas.org 

cc: riac@oas.org 

 

 

 

../AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/Content.Outlook/B6OU9JNE/abonilla@oas.org
mailto:riac@oas.org

